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Caring/Respecting/Learning   
 

Thank You and Best Wishes for 
the Holiday Season. 
 

What an exceptional year we have all 
experienced. After two years of  teaching and 
learning from home it is wonderful to have been 
back onsite with teachers and students in the 
classrooms focusing on learning and connecting 
with each other. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
students, families and staff for the amazing  
partnership we continue to forge together.  
 

THANK YOU for all your positive and generous 
contributions to H.P.S being “the best it can be.” 
 

Have a safe and happy holiday season  
with your loved ones.  

See you all in the New Year. 
 

Bush Fire Preparedness at HPS 
 
Last Wednesday our whole school participated in 
a Shelter in Place Emergency Drill to practise our 
procedures in the event of a bush-fire. 
 

Each term we schedule at least one drill to 
ensure our students both understand and know 
what to do in an emergency situation. 
 

Our students were calm and orderly, following 
staff instructions promptly and sensibly. Please 
see the following  page for information regarding 
our school in the event of an emergency.  
 

Final Assembly  
 

This week we will have our final assembly on 
Thursday 15th December at 9:15—10:30 am  in 

the school hall. 
 

End of Year arrangements 
 

As parents will be aware, the dismissal time for 
the end of Term 1, 2 and 3 is 2.30pm.  
 

Department of Education & Training regulations 
allow dismissal time to be 1.30pm on the last day 
of the school year (Tuesday 20th December) if 
four hours of school time have been conducted.  
 

As such school will operate on the last day as  
follows:  
 9.00-11.00am - Class time  

 11.00-11.30am  - Recess  
 11.30-1.30pm  - Class time  
 

As we will not be having a lunch break it is 
suggested that students be provided with a large 
snack to consume at recess. 
 

The School Council wish to inform all families 
that on the final two days of the school year, 
Monday the 19th and Tuesday the 20th of 
December, no formal lessons will be held and 
students attending will be assisting with cleaning 
and organisational tasks . 
 

School Fees  & Booklists 2023  
 

Books that have been paid in full can be collected 
as of Wednesday 7th December. 
 

Any parents still requiring to make payments can 
pay via  cash, EFTPOS or direct deposit.  
 

BSB: 063 093 
Account Number: 10000554  
Reference: Surname 2023Books 
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School procedures for the bushfire season  

With the bush fire season upon us we need to remain 

vigilant and prepared. 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to 

provide clear direction on the safest options for 

preserving life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET 

Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed on days 

declared by Fire Authorities as a Code Red fire danger 

day.  

Our school has been identified as being one of those 

at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to 

three days notice of a planned closure. We will contact 

you directly by letter with advice on planned closures 

and will confirm the decision to close by 12 noon the 

day before the planned closure. The communication 

process at our school will be:  

A notice will be sent to all families as soon as we have 

notification of a Code Red Day. This may be up to 3 

days in advance.  

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not 

change, regardless of improvements in the 

weather forecast.  This is to avoid confusion and 

help your family plan alternative care 

arrangements for your child.   

It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is 

closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

  Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on 

these days 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire 

danger rating day is determined for the Bureau 

of Meteorology district in which the camp is 

located. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to 

enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days 

children should never be left at home or in the care of 

older children. 

 For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the 

Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code 

Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the 

night before or early on the morning of the Code Red 

day. 

 What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-

to-date and includes alternative care 

arrangements in the event that our school is 

closed. 

 Ensure we have your current contact details, 

including your mobile phone numbers.  

 Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters 

and by talking to your child’s teacher or any 

other member of the teaching staff about our 

emergency management plan. 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about 

bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival 

plan. 

You can access more information about children’s 

services closures on the Department of Education and 

Training website – see http:www.education.vic.gov.au/

about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season 

see: 

 https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

 Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic) 

 Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates) 

 ABC local radio, Sky News and other  

            emergency broadcasters 

 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femergency.vic.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCatherine.Rogasch%40education.vic.gov.au%7C249d968f2c3e421c282608dac1f4e16b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638035554738589824%7CUnknown%7CTW
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcfavic&data=05%7C01%7CCatherine.Rogasch%40education.vic.gov.au%7C249d968f2c3e421c282608dac1f4e16b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638035554738589824%7CUnknown%7CT
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FCFA_Updates&data=05%7C01%7CCatherine.Rogasch%40education.vic.gov.au%7C249d968f2c3e421c282608dac1f4e16b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638035554738589824%7CUnknown%7C


 

Hastings Primary School Newsletter   10-20 Hodgins Road Hastings Vic 3915                            Ph: 03 5979 1517          

 hastings.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

CRIB POINT DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
SPORTS ASSOCIATION TRIATHLON. 
 
Four teams of 3 athletes represented Hastings 
Primary School in the Sports District Triathlon held 
at Crib Point Pool and Football Oval on Thursday 
24th November. 
 
Each team consisted of a distance runner, 
swimmer and cyclist. It is the first time all of these 
athletes have competed in such an event. 
It was exciting, challenging and different. 
 
Congratulations to those students who accepted 
the challenge of this competition and were 
courageous in their efforts to do their best. You 
represented your school and yourself proudly. 
Thank you to Lynne Davis and Daisy Mc Donald for 
your assistance. 
 
To the many parents and grandparents who came 
along to spectate and support-we appreciate your 
presence. 
 
Well done to: 
Year 6 Girls Team One: Lily Mulheron, Imogen 
Coster, Bella Barrett. 
Year 6 Girls Team Two: Jaylah Baker, Amelia 
Jackson, Serenity Guertner. 
Year 5 Girls Team: Ruby Rose Cornwall, Jazmin 
Baxter, Primrose Canham. 
Year 5 Boys Team: Noah Doll, William Ramage, 
Drew Tzatzimakis. 
 
Jo Munn 
PE/SPORT 

Important dates for 2023 
 
Starting Dates 
 

 
 
Transition 
 
Here at Hastings Primary School our staff have 
considered a range of factors so we can create 
balanced classes that enhance a positive and 
collaborative learning environment for our 
students. 
 
We recognise the importance of fostering and 
maintaining friendship groups. We also  
understand that it is equally important for 
students to mix and learn with peers who have 
different interests. 
 
This week we have continued our ‘internal 
transition’ program, with our final ‘MEET THEIR  
TEACHER’ session on Thursday 15th December.  
    
Please see the table over the page outlining the 
staff structure for 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 

27th January 

Teachers ONLY 

Monday 

30th January 

Teachers ONLY 

Tuesday 31st 
January 

Year 1—6 students start 

school. 

Tuesday 31st 

January 

Interviews for Foundation 
Students (times will be 

mailed to each family) 

Wednesday 

1st February 

Foundation Assessment 

 

Thursday 2nd 
February 

2023 Foundation students 

begin school at 9:00am 
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Library Book Reminder 
 
All  HPS school  Library books to be returned next 
week  by Friday 9th December. Thank you for your 
support. Carole Doherty  

Farewell & See You Later 

Kylie Lake 

We will be saying farewell to Miss Lake at 
the end of this year. Kylie, who was a 
student of Hastings primary School back 
in 1992-1996 and joined our teaching 
team during 2020 after teaching in the 
Katherine Region of the NT. We wish 
Kylie all the best for her future teaching 
career.  

 

Therese Taylor 

Therese will be sharing her expertise 
with Eastbourne PS next year. Therese 
will be joining the Eastbourne ES Team 
and supporting students in the Yr. 1/2 
level. 

 

Joanne Munn 

A huge HPS thank you to Ms. Munn 
who took the PE reins for Term 4. We 
have enjoyed having Ms. Munn back at 
Hastings, especially seeing her teach the 
Bike Education program to our yr. 5/6 
students. Ms Munn is also a part of our 
School Council and will stay on in that 
capacity. 

Crossing Supervision 

As the finish time of the final school day 
is 1.30 pm the School Crossing will NOT 
be manned by the Shire Council 
crossing supervisors. This is because the 
speed limits on school crossings are ONLY 2.30 – 4.00 
pm and crossing supervisors are only permitted to 
assist students at these times.  
 
The 1.30pm dismissal time causes us a road safety 
issue as the Mornington Peninsula Shire does not 
permit supervisors to attend the crossings at this time. 
Therefore, we will have Teaching Staff supervising the 
crossing on Hodgins Rd and at the Kings Creek 
crossing.   
In particular, the students using the crossing at Kings 
Creek will be expected to walk with the teachers after 
school. 

 
Tu Toa, Kia Kaha – Stand Strong, Have 
Strength Regards,  Simone McDonald 

Structure 2023 Staff 

Minnows 

Foundation/ Year 1 

Miss Melissa Thorne 

Mr. Tyler Boots 

  

Sea Eagles 

Year 1/2 

Ms. Tracey lee Kay 

Mr. Ryan Minehan 

King Fishers 

Year 3/4 

Mr. Anthony Hewitt 

Mrs .Erin Huguenin 

Angling 

Year 4/5/6 

  

Mr. Shane Barden 

Ms. Vikki Cremen 

Mrs. Jannine Reid 

Principal Mrs. Simone McDonald 

Assistant Principal  Mrs. Rebecca Legge 

Learning Specialist Ms. Michelle Aldridge 

Business Manager Mrs. Barbara Evans 

Office staff Mrs. Cate Rogasch 

Education Support Mrs. Sarah-Anne Plymin 

Miss Alicia Miller 

Mrs. Merrill Shanhun 

Ms. Stacey Deen 

Miss Bella Goddard 

Miss Tilly Coppard 

Mrs. Lynne Davis 

Mrs. Karen Tilley 

ART Ms. Kate Hermiston 

PE Mrs. Katherine Sendeckyj 

AUSLAN & Kitchen 

Garden 

Mrs. Chrissy Welsh 

Library /STEM & Tutor  

Program 

Mrs. Carole Doherty 
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COLOUR EXPLOSION FUN RUN 

 

What a colourful day we had at HPS last Friday! We could not have 

asked for better weather  for our Colour Run! Thank you so much to all of 

the parents who attended the day, it was fantastic to see you all. The 

school raised $11,793.00.  

I had set a goal of $2,000 which was absolutely smashed. We had 

already planned to purchase a new seat from ‘replas’ (recycled plastic products), however 

since we raised far more money than I could have ever predicted, the SRC (student 

representative council) spoke to their classes and then met up and voted on how to spend 

the money. The students have decided they would like to turn the Oak Tree area into a 

quiet/calm space for any students who would like to use it at recess and lunch time. More 

plans are underway with more ideas to come from the students about how this will look, so 

watch this space! 

 

Congratulations to Max H for being our highest fundraiser with Jacob K a very close second!  

Thank you again to all of our parent volunteers, without you the day would not have been 

possible. Thank you also to FOHPS for organising the Meal Deal on the day. 

 

Well done again to Jaz for winning the ‘Slime the Teacher’ competition and thank you Miss 

Thorne for being such a good sport. I seriously thought it would’ve been my name drawn out! 

Next year we might even slime 2 teachers… 

We look forward to doing it all again next December! 

 

FATHERING PROJECT 

As mentioned in the last newsletter we are very excited to be part of the Fathering Project in 

2023. This will be run by Dave Evans. Many of you will already know Dave as he completed his 

social worker student placement with us last term. We will have a big launch in Term 1. If you 

are interested in knowing more before then, go to https://thefatheringproject.org/, sign up, 

search our school and join our group.  

 

ABSENCES 

If your child is absent please ensure you let the office know by calling the absence line (03) 

5979 1517 or via the Sentral parent portal. All student absences are required by the 

Department of Education to be ‘explained.’ A text message reminder is also sent daily at 

around 10am if your child has an unexplained absence. If your child has consecutive 

absences that are unexplained the classroom teacher and I also make welfare calls. 

 

Have a great week, 

Mrs Rebecca Legge 

Assistant Principal 

From the Assistant Principal Desk 

https://thefatheringproject.org/
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Student of The Week 

Class Week Ending Friday 25th November 

PA Nahleah Churcher You continue to brighten up Prep A with your cheeky smile and bubbly laugh. 
You demonstrate genuine care and empathy for your peers, helping them 
whenever they need. You’ve also shone in your learning, seeking out 
opportunities to read in your independent time. Keep it up! 

1/2A Hailey Rogers Well done on producing some fantastic results with your maths this week 
Hailey. You seem to really be enjoying challenging your mathematical thinking 
and your learning has gone through the roof. We love the way you have been 
able to talk about the strategies you use to come up with your answers. Keep 
up the good work Hailey. 

1/2A Dusti– Ray 
Jacobson 

Well done Dusti-Ray for an amazing job this week. You modelled the HPS values 
during the excursion to Melbourne Zoo. You listened, helped others who were 
overwhelmed and encouraged others to do the right thing and to have fun. 
You’ve helped so much this week in the classroom, as you always do. What a 
wonderful effort you’ve shown Dusti-Ray! 

3/4A Axle Wells Axle, your enthusiasm in our History lesson shone through this week as you 
displayed genuine interest and thoughtfulness in relation to the topic at hand. 
You provided thoughtful responses to questions, researched your teams topic 
well and presented in a confident manner to the class. Congratulations on 
another great week of learning! 

3/4B Ivy Clifford Ivy, I have been so impressed by the manner in which you have persisted with 
our Pentominoes activity during maths. Your hard work has been rewarded. 
Congratulations on cracking the Pentomino puzzle.  

3/4C Rhythm Wyatt Rhythm you have worked tirelessly this week in wrapping up some loose ends 
when it came to assessment and the rewards were there in the end. You have 
also written a very good letter to a Sea Eagle student informing them of what 
to a Sea Eagle student informing them of what to expect next year in the 
Kingfishers.  

5/6A Thomas Matherson You continue to strive to achieve in everything you do. Always looking for the 
bright side of life. Thomas you continue to seek out the positives in every 
situation. Great persistence and resilience this week! 

5/6B Ruby Cornwell Ruby, the probability of having fun with the chance game you created is very 
likely. It has been great to see you investigate the fairness of your game and 
make a few changes. If only the Imperial Empire had a similar approach to 
ruling the universe.  Way to go Ruby! 

5/6C Malika Kelly Malika, you have shown resilience this term, on and off the basketball court! 
It’s great to have you in class every day, giving everything a go! Keep up the 
great work! 

  Auslan Award 

 Ruby Turner Ruby, you’re a superstar! You totally rocked the signing of a Christmas song this 
week. I can’t wait to see you perform in a few weeks. Keep up the great work 
Ruby! 
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Important Dates Term 4 2022 

Monday 12th—Friday 16th December Swimming Foundation– Year 2 

Tuesday 13th December State Wide Transition Day 

Thursday 15th December Final Assembly for 2022 9:15am –10:30am  

Thursday 15th December Meet the Teacher 2023 

Friday 16th December Year 6 Graduation Ceremony  

Friday 16th December Reports Distributed 

Tuesday 20th December Last Day of Term  4 1:30 Dismissal  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

2/12 
Aneeta  
Grant 

2/12 
Primrose 
Canham 

2/12 
Levi 

Burns 

30/11 
Savannah 

 Pershouse 
29/11 
Toby  

Cameron 

29/11 
William  
Ramage 

21/11 
Ronan  

Mahauariki 

21/11 
Jason 

Cameron 

22/11 
Craig 

Blackney 

26/11 
Nahleah  
Churcher 

27/11 
Blake  

Gardner 

27/11 
Harrison 
Vernon 

Important Dates Term 1 2023 

Friday 27th January Curriculum Day—No Students to attend  

Monday 30th January Curriculum Day– No students to attend 

Tuesday 31stJanuary  Year 1– Year 6 Students Commence Term 1  

Tuesday 31st January Interviews for Foundation Students  
(times will be emailed to families) 

Wednesday 1st February Foundation Assessments 

Thursday 2nd February 2023 Foundation Students begin school 9am 
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F—2 Christmas Concert   
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