
Wed 7th
Aug

2025 Prep Transition -
Session 1

Mon 12th
Aug

Curriculum Day 
No students in attendance

Mon 12th
Aug

100 Days of School 
Prep celebration!

Wed 4th
Sept

2025 Prep Transition -
Session 2

2- 6th
Sept Book Week at HPS!

Wed 11th
Sept RUOK? Day

Principal’s Message

Term Three is certainly filled with numerous
exciting experiences, activities, and learning
opportunities for our students.

In this newsletter, you’ll find highlights of the
wonderful adventures our students have
embarked on, from thrilling excursions to
inspiring classroom projects. 
We’re proud of the achievements and creativity
displayed by our young learners and can’t wait
to share their stories with you.

Stay tuned for updates on upcoming events,
important dates, and ways you can get involved
in our vibrant school community. Let's make
Term Three a memorable one for all!

NEWSLETTER
T E R M  3  E D I T I O N  2

Wednesday 31st July 2024

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

Yr 5-6 URBAN CAMP 28-30 Aug
CAMPS

Yr 3-4 SOMERS CAMP 17-18 Oct
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CURRICULUM DAY

Student Led Conferences
Thank you to all of the parents and carers who
attended our Student Led Conferences last
week. I know our students were incredibly
proud to show you their accomplishments in
the classroom and share their next learning
goals with you.

Thank you also to our teaching and support
staff who guide and support the learning every
day. I know everyone is looking forward to
exceeding their goals this term. 
 

Tu Toa, Kia Kaha – Stand Strong, Have Strength 
Regards, Simone McDonald Principal      

 

PRINCIPAL’S DAY 2024

Photo credit: Tanya Fry

I  am thr i l led  to  take  th is  opportuni ty
to  express  my deepest  grat i tude to
our  incredib le  Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals  for
the i r  hard  work  and dedicat ion .  Every
day ,  they  go  above and beyond to
ensure  that  our  school  prov ides  an
outstanding educat ion to  our  pupi l s ,
foster ing an env i ronment  where
learning and growth are  paramount .

Both  Mrs .  Legge and Miss .  A ldr idge
play  a  p ivota l  ro le  in  support ing our
fami l ies  and staf f ,  work ing t i re less ly
to  create  a  community  where
col laborat ion and product iv i ty
f lour ish .  The i r  commitment  to
maintain ing a  pos i t ive  and inc lus ive
atmosphere  i s  t ru ly  inspi r ing ,  and i t  i s
through the i r  e f forts  that  our  school
cont inues  to  thr ive .

Addit ional ly ,  I  want  to  extend a
spec ia l  thank you for  the i r
unwaver ing support  to  me as  the
school  pr inc ipal .  The i r  co l laborat ion ,
ins ight ,  and enthus iasm are
invaluable ,  and I  am cont inual ly
gratefu l  for  the i r  partnersh ip .

I  encourage everyone in  our
community  to  take  a  moment  to  say
thank you to  our  Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals .
Whether  i t ' s  a  k ind word ,  a  note ,  or  a
s imple  gesture ,  let ’ s  show our
apprec iat ion  for  a l l  that  they  do .  Thei r
dedicat ion and hard work  are  the
backbone of  our  school ,  and they
deserve  our  heart fe l t  recognit ion .

Thank you once again  to  our  amazing
Ass is tant  Pr inc ipals .  I t  i s  an  honor  to
work  a longs ide  such pass ionate  and
dedicated profess ionals .
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W E  W A N T  O U R  P A R E N T S  /  C A R E G I V E R S  /  G U A R D I A N S  T O  T E L L  U S  W H A T
T H E Y  T H I N K !

O u r  s c h o o l  i s  c o n d u c t i n g  a  s u r v e y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  p a r e n t s  /
c a r e g i v e r s  /  g u a r d i a n s  t h i n k  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .  

T h e  P a r e n t  /  C a r e g i v e r  /  G u a r d i a n  O p i n i o n  S u r v e y  i s  a n  a n n u a l  s u r v e y
o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a s s i s t
s c h o o l s  i n  g a i n i n g  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f a m i l i e s ’  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l
c l i m a t e ,  s t u d e n t  b e h a v i o u r ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  e n g a g e m e n t .  T h e  s u r v e y  i s
o p t i o n a l  b u t  w e  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  f a m i l i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

O u r  s c h o o l  w i l l  u s e  t h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  t o  h e l p  i n f o r m  a n d  d i r e c t  f u t u r e
s c h o o l  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s .  
A l l  f a m i l i e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s u r v e y .

T h e  P a r e n t  /  C a r e g i v e r  /  G u a r d i a n  O p i n i o n  S u r v e y  w i l l  b e  o p e n  f r o m
M o n d a y  2 9 t h  o f   J u l y  t o  F r i d a y  3 0 t h  o f  A u g u s t  2 0 2 4 .

T h e  s u r v e y  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  o n l i n e ,  o n l y  t a k e s  2 0  m i n u t e s  t o
c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  a t  a n y  c o n v e n i e n t  t i m e  w i t h i n  t h e
s u r v e y  p e r i o d  o n  d e s k t o p  c o m p u t e r s ,  l a p t o p s ,  t a b l e t s  o r  s m a r t p h o n e s .  

T h e  o n l i n e  s u r v e y  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  1 0  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s
i n c l u d i n g  A r a b i c ,  G r e e k ,  H a k h a  C h i n ,  H i n d i ,  J a p a n e s e ,  P u n j a b i ,
S i m p l i f i e d  C h i n e s e ,  S o m a l i ,  T u r k i s h ,  a n d  V i e t n a m e s e .  
 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n .

Tu Toa, Kia Kaha – Stand Strong, Have Strength 
Regards, Simone McDonald Principal      

 

2024 PARENT/CARER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY
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Enrolment in Foundation
(Prep) 2025 at Hastings
Primary School has been
available since 15 April 2024. 

If you have a child starting
primary school in 2025, it’s
time to enrol. Make sure to
submit your enrolment
application by Friday 26 July
2024. 

If you are enrolling the
sibling of a student at our
school for Foundation in
2025, and both children will
be attending our school at
the same time, your child is
prioritised for a place at our
school as per the
department’s Placement
Policy.

Enrol your child in
Foundation for 2025 

It is important to follow the
statewide timeline to enrol
your child in Foundation.
Enrolling your child in line
with the timelines allows us
to plan our classrooms,
staffing and transition
activities and ensures your
child has the best start to
school. 

For more information, please
read about when and how
to enrol your child in
Foundation at
vic.gov.au/enrolling-
foundation-prep

Tours are welcome by
appointment.

Wednesday 7th August 2024         
Wednesday 4th September 2024   
Thursday 17th October 2024          
Thursday 14th November 2024       

FOUNDATION TRANSITION SESSIONS
FOR 2025 FOUNDATION STUDENTS

Tuesday 10th December 2024

STATEWIDE ORIENTATION DAY

2:15 - 3:00
2:15 - 3:00
2:15 - 3:00
2:15 - 3:00

https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
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This term in Foundation students have reflected on the learning
we enjoy, what challenges us and what we are curious about.
This has helped us create new learning spaces for this term and
add new resources and materials to our favourite spaces. 

This term our Dramatic Play Space will become a Vet and then a
Market Square.

We have added cars to our Construction space, and we are loving
having the added layer of movement. 

In our Nature space we have been looking at patterns we see in
nature and Bronwyn Bancroft's beautiful picture story book has
inspired us to re-create these patterns using paint sticks. 

In the Storytelling space we have added some whisper phones to
listen to our reading and how good we are getting at decoding.  

Developmental Play in Foundation



FROM THE AP DESK
Mrs Rebecca Legge

In today's digital age, the internet

offers a wealth of educational

resources and entertainment for

children. However, it also presents

various risks, especially for primary

school-aged students. Ensuring their

safety online is a critical concern for

parents, educators, and caregivers.

Here are some practical tips to help

keep young children safe while they

navigate the digital world.

Maintaining an open line of

communication with your child

about their online activities is

essential. Encourage them to talk

about what they do online and any

uncomfortable experiences they

encounter. This openness will help

you stay informed and provide

guidance when needed.

Establish clear rules for internet

use, including which websites they

can visit, how much time they can

spend online, and what information

they should never share (such as

their name, address, or school).

Make sure they understand the

importance of these rules for their

safety.

Utilize parental control software

and tools to monitor and limit your

child's online activities. These tools

can block inappropriate content, set

time limits, and provide reports on

their internet usage. Many devices

and platforms have built-in parental

controls that are easy to configure.

 Remember, online safety is an

ongoing process that requires

vigilance, communication, and

education. Together, we can create a

safer digital world for our children.

Go to:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents

For webinars, parental controls, advice, resources and
more
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In Our Classrooms
The Year 1 and 2 students have been

building their understanding of

multiplication by exploring arrays.

The students had a great time using

everyday objects to create arrays and

write multiplication sums using their

creations. A highlight for the students

was using the unifix to represent

matchbox cars!

Thank you Mr Boots and Miss Walker

for continuing to make maths fun!

🚗 🚕 🚙 🛻 🚗 🚗 🚕 🚙 🛻 🚗

Murmbal Leader: Owen
It is my pleasure to welcome Owen to

the student leadership team.  Owen is

a hard-working, conscientious and

friendly student. Owen was highly

recommended by staff and students to

step into the role.

 

Owen looks forward to setting an

example of how to care for others by

helping younger students develop

friendships in the yard.

ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL REPORT

Michelle Aldridge

Miss Michelle Aldridge

Don’t forget to join us for the next
Assembly: 10th August, 

2:30pm in the Hall!
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WARADA325325MURMBAL350350BUNYA585585

WALLUM615615
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PA Evie Sparkes
Congratulations Evie on a great start to the term. Well done for how flexible and resillient
you have been while Miss Thorne is away. Your helpful and kind to our visiting teachers and
you have joined in with all the learning happening in Prep.

PB Sailah
Parsons

Congratulations Sailah on your great start to Term 3. You have shown personal growth in
your ability to self regulate and make positive behaviuor choices in the classroom. Keep it
up!

1/2A Felix
Tauhore

Your enthusiasm to share your learning of arrays and narrative writing with the whole class
was fantastic! In addition, you continue to show kindness and respect every day in our
classroom. Keep up the great work!

1/2B Dominic
Minchington

Well done, Dom! You have been a super helper in 1/2B this week. I really enjoyed seeing you
apply your mathematical thinking during our Hot Wheels challenge task yesterday. Keep
up the great work!

3/4A Peyton
Fitzpatrick

You have been a very enthusiastic student this week. We loved how you celebrated your
understanding and put in an amazing effort in every activity in class. Good job Peyton!

3/4A Lucie
Hermanek

Like a diamond in the sky Lucie, you brighten the class with your smile, empathy and
growth mindset. A good friend to your classmates, you’re definitely a valuable gem!

3/4B Jaxon
Eldridge

Great work with your efforts in maths lately. You have risen to the occassion when
challenges have been thrown at you. Way to go Jaxon!

3/4B Albury Wells
Your reading is forging ahead like that of an olympic swimmer in the pool.  Way to go
Albury!

4/5A Ruby Turner
You have made a positive start to this term Ruby. You presented your Student Led
Conference with confidence and you have set yourself some challenging goals to work on.
I’m looking forward to seeing what you can achieve!

4/5A Abby Lynch
You are a caring and kind member of our school community. In addition to regularly
performing Acknowledgement of Country, you always offer to help out others. Thank you for
your generous spirit!

5/6A Joseph
Kaitara

You have been making some very insightful contributions during the reading of our new
class book, Holes. Your understanding of what we know about the characters so far has
been very perceptive.

5/6A Stella Doll
You have exploded onto the scene with your excellent understanding of multiplication and
the various strategies that can be used to find an answer. You have become a human
calculator.

5/6B Leon
Haywood

The commitment you have shown towards your work this week is to be commended. The
exceptional effort you are putting into your Lions Club speech about your grandfather is
simply outstanding, displaying passion and pride in your work. I look forward to learning
more about such an interesting man when you deliver your finished speech!

5/6B Lilly Elliott

You put your best foot forward at your Student Led Conference this week and displayed
your natural ability to organise yourself, your work, and your belongings. You have grown so
much since the start of the year, and I can’t wait to see that confidence shine between now
and graduation!

Students of the Week

Fortnight ending Friday 26th July
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TERM TWO RUNNING CLUB
1st
Tyson Lehhmann - 18.6km

2nd
Jaxon Eldridge - 16.5 km

3rd
Jason Pollock - 11.6 km

4th
Shaun Ralston - 11.4 km

SPECIALIST SUPER
STARS

Lilly Holland
Evie Sparkes

AS
SE

MB
LY 

AW
AR

DS

Congratulations to this weeks award recipients!

Caring, Respecting and Learning

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
4/5A

5th Charlie D, 6th Dom M, 7th Mythyist,
8th Zoey H, 9th Landen MB & Eddie P
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SC
HO
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Semester
One student

school
reports are

now available
on Compass.
Please log on
to your portal
to view them.

Here are
some

instructions
you can use
to help you

navigate
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