
9  Mayth Koorie Kids Day Out

15   Mayth District Cross Country

19  May -
23  May

th

rd

Mathematics & Education
Week 

Celebration of Cultures

21  Mayst Maths Dress-Up Day
Gold Coin Fundraiser

21  Mayst Cultural Games Afternoon

26  May -
2  June

th

nd National Reconcil iation Week

28   Mayth School Photos 
(see the last page for ordering details)

3  Julyrd Years 3-6 House Athletics

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

Tu Toa ,  K ia  Kaha  
Stand  Strong ,  Have  Strength

 

M r s .  S i m o n e  M c D o n a l d  P r i n c i p a l  

Reminder: Students transitioning to Yr 7 in 2026
Completed Application forms for Year 7 Placement 2026 need
to be returned to Hastings Primary School by this Friday 9th
May 2025.

Education Week is from the 19  to the 23  of May. This year’s
theme, ‘Celebration of Cultures’ highlights the diversity of our
communities and the importance of every child feeling safe
and welcome at school. This year we will be hosting an
afternoon of cultural games to celebrate our diversity.

th rd

Student Opinion Survey - this month our Year 4 to Year 6
students will participate in an important survey to help our
school understand their experiences of school. Parents &
Carers have been sent a COMPASS notification earlier in the
week.

 

Principal’s Message

NEWSLETTER
2 0 2 5  T E R M  2  E D I T I O N  2

Wednesday 7th May 2025

Thank you to everyone who joined us at
the ANZAC Day march. The student
leaders, along with many other students
and staff represented Hastings Primary
School at the ANZAC Day service in
Hastings.
Student leaders, Matilda and Stella laid a
wreath on our behalf.
 2026 Transition to School - Prep
Thank you to everyone who has already
enquired about enrolling for 2026.
Enrolment packs are available at the
office. Please contact the office to book a
tour.



Your  paragraph  text

a

Your  paragraph  textYour  paragraph  text

.
At Hastings Primary School, we are committed to fostering a positive and
respectful environment for everyone who enters our school. Respect, kindness,
and cooperation are the foundations of our community, ensuring that all staff,
students, and families feel safe and valued.

We kindly remind our school community that respectful behaviour is expected at
all times. Our staff are here to support students and families, and we ask that all
interactions—whether in person, over the phone, or via email—reflect our shared
values of courtesy and respect. Aggressive or inappropriate behaviour will not be
tolerated.
 
This expectation aligns with the Department of Education and Training’s
Respectful Workplaces Policy, which promotes safe and inclusive environments
for all school staff. You can read more about this policy here.

By working together with mutual respect, we can continue to make Hastings
Primary School a welcoming and supportive place for all. Thank you for being part
of our wonderful school community—we look forward to a great year ahead!

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/respectful-workplaces/policy-and-guidance


Your  paragraph  text

a

Enrol your child in
Foundation for 2026 

Enrolment in Foundation
(Prep) 2026 at Hastings
Primary School has been
available since 22nd April
2025. 

If you have a child starting
primary school in 2026, it’s
time to enrol!

If you are enrolling the
sibling of a student at our
school for Foundation in
2026, and both children will
be attending our school at
the same time, your child is
prioritised for a place at our
school as per the
department’s Placement
Policy.

It is important to follow the
statewide timeline to enrol
your child in Foundation.
Enrolling your child in line
with the timelines allows us
to plan our classrooms,
staffing and transition
activities and ensures your
child has the best start to
school. 

For more information, please
read about when and how
to enrol your child in
Foundation at
vic.gov.au/enrolling-
foundation-prep

Tours are welcome by
appointment.

https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep


To all of the mothers,
step mums,

grandmothers, aunties,
sisters, carers and other
women in our community

who support our
students- HAPPY

MOTHER’S DAY! I hope
you are all spoilt on

Sunday!

 MOTHER’S DAY

FROM THE AP’S DESK

CHILDREN’S UNI (CU)

Our Year 4-6 students who are
involved in Children’s Uni are off
to a great start! The school
holidays were a great
opportunity to complete activities
and visit Learning Destinations. 
C U is all about engaging in extra
learning activities and being
rewarded for involvement in
different experiences.  
All students enrolled have access
to a paper portal and an online
portal to complete activities to
earn hours. We meet every
Monday lunch time so that I can
answer any questions and help
students reach their goals. Every
student who reaches 30+ hours
will be invited to go to Swinburne
Uni at the end of the year to
graduate!

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:
ALICE CLIFFORD
Has made a poster for collecting cans, with
the money going to guide dogs! This has been
placed in her father’s workplace.

Then she also cooked, with assistance, glazed
BBQ pork belly served with sliced up with beet
slaw, coriander and a home made Asian sauce
in bao buns. 
YUM!

Well done Alice!

ATTENDANCE

MRS REBECCA LEGGE

School  i s  better when your ch i ld  is  here

Why i t ’ s  important  
We a l l  want  our students  to  get  a  great  educat ion ,  and the bui ld ing b locks
for a  great  educat ion begin  with  students  coming to  school  each and every
day.
I f  students  miss  school  regular ly ,  they miss  out  on learn ing the fundamenta l
sk i l l s  that  wi l l  set  them up for success  in  the later years  of  school .
There  is  no safe  number of  days for miss ing school  –  each day a  student
misses  puts  them behind ,  and can affect  the ir educat ional  outcomes .
Each missed day is  assoc iated with  progress ive ly  lower achievement  in
numeracy,  wr i t ing and reading .

Gett ing in  ear ly
Attendance patterns  are  establ ished ear ly  –  a  ch i ld  regular ly  miss ing days in
k indergarten or in  the ear ly  years  of  school  wi l l  often cont inue to  miss
c lasses  in  the later years ,  and rece ive  lower test  scores  than the ir
c lassmates .  
I t ’ s  v i ta l  that  students  go to  school  every day –  even in  the ear ly  years  of
pr imary school .  
In  V ictor ia  school  i s  compulsory for ch i ldren .

The main  reasons for absence are :
S ickness  –  There  are  a lways t imes when students  need to  miss  school ,  such
as when they ’re  i l l .  I t ’ s  v i ta l  that  they ’re  on ly  away on the days they are
genuine ly  s ick ,  and deve loping good s leep patterns ,  eat ing wel l  and
exerc is ing regular ly  can make a  b ig  d i fference .
Fami ly  ho l idays -  I t ' s  v i ta l  that  ho l idays are  p lanned dur ing school  ho l idays
where poss ib le ,  and not  dur ing the term.  I f  you are  p lanning to  go on ho l iday
dur ing term t ime ,  make sure  that  you ta lk  to  your ch i ld ’s  school  in  advance ,
and work with  them to  deve lop an absence learn ing p lan .
“Day off”  –  Th ink twice  before  lett ing your ch i ld  have a  “day off”  as  they
could fa l l  behind the ir c lassmates  –  every day counts .  
Truancy –  Th is  is  when students  choose not  to  go to  school  without  the ir
parent ’s  permiss ion .  There  can be many reasons for truancy.  The best  way to
address  th is  is  for schools  and parents  to  work together.
School  refusa l  -  School  refus ing chi ldren wi l l  exper ience s ign if icant
emot ional  d istress  not  on ly  when go ing to  school  but  a lso  at  the  thought  of
going to  school ;  they may be absent  from school  for weeks or even months at
a  t ime .  School  refusa l  d i ffers  from truancy as  ch i ldren genera l ly  stay home
with the knowledge of  the parents  and despite  the ir best  efforts  to
encourage the ir ch i ld  to  go to  school .  

Being away from school  for one day a fortn ight  equals  miss ing 1 .5
years over 13 years of  school

hl i
t

Mrs  R ebecca  Legge

M
rs  R ebecca  Legge



Mon 19
May

th Whole school Bingo - in
class

Tue 20
May

th Cultural Maths Games - in
class

Wed 21st
May

Maths 
Dress-Up Day:

Gold Coin Donation

Cultural Maths Games
Family Afternoon 3:15 -

4:15

Thurs
22   Maynd Sporty Maths with Mrs S

Fri 23
May

rd Special Assembly 9:10am -
Maths Awards &

Challenges

Family Members

at all events!

This week I’m wishing all the birth
mums, stepmums, foster mums,
grandmas, aunties, future mums big
sister mums and special mother
figures a happy mother’s day. You
make a world of difference in the lives
of the children you care for.

ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL REPORT

Michelle Aldridge

Michelle.Aldridge@education.vic.gov.au

Miss  Michelle Aldridge

‘ A  s t e r e o t y p e  i s  a  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n
a b o u t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l .  A n d

w h a t  s t e r e o t y p e s  s t o p  u s  f r o m
d o i n g  i s  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .
I t  i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  p r e j u d i c e

w h i c h  t h e n  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t
b e c o m e  r a c i s m . ’

SRCSRC
The SRC had discussions during their meeting about what
this quote means to them. 

With the goal of increasing inclusive behaviours at Hastings
Primary School the SRC hosted an engaging presentation to
generate discussion among all students regarding
stereotypes at assembly. Well done to Lumen and Alice!

Here are some prompts families can use to keep the
conversation going at home:

What are some examples of stereotypes that you have
encountered?
What helps your mind to stay open?
Tell a story of when someone approached you with an
open mind.

This year we are celebrating Education Week and Mathematics
Week from Monday 19  - Friday 23  May.th rd

This year’s theme for Education Week is Celebration of
Cultures highlights the diversity of our communities and the
importance of every child feeling safe and welcome at school.

During Maths Week students will learn new maths games
played in a variety of cultures.  If you have any games to share
with us please let us know!

Education WeekEducation Week     and ...and ...
Mathematics Week 2025Mathematics Week 2025



PA Lucas Townshend 

Congratulations Lucas! You show courage when trying new things,
kindness by helping others, and mateship by being a good friend. 
We are very proud of you and the way you show respect and care
every day.

1/2A Elsie Clifford

Congratulations Elsie, your genuine curiosity in exploring the
significance of ANZAC Day showcases an inquisitive mindset.
Furthermore, your embodiment of the ANZAC tradition of mateship
through your compassionate care for others is truly commendable.

1/2B Jarryd Smith

 Well done Jarryd! You have shown amazing understanding and
respect when embracing ANZAC Day. We are proud of how you
honour our heroes through building your own knowledge and
attending services on behalf of the school. Keep it up!

3/4A Isabella Oaks

Izzy, there have been some challenges for you, but you have
responded positively to feedback and shown improvement. You are
always willing to help out in the classroom.
Keep up the great work!

3/4B Hailey Rogers
Hailey, our class is fortunate to have an amazingly kind, caring and
respectful person. You are always happy to help others in their time
of need. Be proud of how you carry yourself. Well done Hailey!

3/4B
Savannah
Pershouse

Savannah, you have proven to be someone that takes responsibility
seriously. You role to organise our daily planner is always done and
done perfectly. Way to go Savannah!

5/6A Mia Jose

Congratulations Mia on your dedication towards your family and
community by attending the ANZAC Day service and for your
positive attitude to everything you do! 
Well done Mia!

5/6B Stella Doll
Stella, it was great to see you represent the school at the ANZAC Dau parade
and lay our wreath with pride and confidence. There was a lot of eyes all on
you and you handled it perfectly. Congratulations Stella!

Students Students 
WeekWeekof theof the



Congratulations to this weeks award recipients!

Caring, Respecting and Learning

AS
SE

MB
LY 

AW
AR

DS

Xavier T and William W Luc R

WARADA900900 MURMBAL535535

BUNYA755755

WALLUM830830

House PointsHouse Points







HAPPY MOTHER’S
DAY

ARTWORK BY 3/4A



The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus (SSB) – a one-off support of $400
for eligible government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.

The SSB can be used for uniforms and textbooks until Monday 30 June 2025.
Any funds remaining after 30 June 2025, including online voucher amounts that have not been

redeemed, will become a credit to use on school activities. However, the credit will not be available on
your family account at our school until late July. To use any remaining SSB funds to cover the cost of

school activities in July, please refer to the SSB online system and allocate the funds to school
activities before 30 June 2025. To learn more about the SSB online system, download the step-by-
step System guide for parents and carers (DOCX, 945KB) or watch this School Saving Bonus video.

System guide translations are also available in 14 languages.
The Department of Education’s SSB contact centre will remain available until 30 June 2025. The

contact centre can be reached by:
· completing the School Saving Bonus enquiry form

· calling 1800 338 663, between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm on weekdays.
After this date, please contact our administration team for any SSB related questions.

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps eligible families to cover the costs of school
trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. Means-
tested concession cards must be valid on the first day of Term 1, 2025 (Tuesday 28 January 2025) or

Term 2, 2025 (Tuesday 22 April 2025).
A student aged 16 years and over who is considered a mature minor and holds a valid concession card

is also eligible to apply.
Eligible families will receive a payment of $154 per year for primary school students. The funds will be
paid directly to the school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion costs for the benefit of

your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form

this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 5979 1517 or come in

and ask for an application form. Please return completed application forms to the school office as soon
as possible.
Thank you,
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https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.sdp.education.vic.gov.au%2Fmedia%2Fschool-saving-bonus-system-guide-for-parents-and-carers-2975&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.sdp.education.vic.gov.au%2Fmedia%2Fschool-saving-bonus-system-guide-for-parents-and-carers-2975&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.vic.gov.au/receiving-school-saving-bonus#information-in-your-language
https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/enquiry-form




R ebecca  Legge  


