
18  Septth Yr 5/6 Somers Camp
Experience 

19  Septth Footy Friday
Hot Dog Meal Deal 

19  Septth End of Term - 2:30PM
dismissal

6  Octth Term Four Begins

13  - 17th
Oct

th

F - 6 Swimming 

3  Novrd Pupil Free Day 

13  - 14
Nov

th th Yr 3/4 Adventure Camp  

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

Tu Toa ,  K ia  Kaha  
Stand  Strong ,  Have  Strength

 

M r s .  S i m o n e  M c D o n a l d  P r i n c i p a l  

And we’re not done yet! We still have Year 5/6 Somers Camp and
Footy Friday to round out this amazing term.

It’s been action-packed, full of fun, and let’s not forget all of the
incredible learning happening every day in classrooms and specialist
programs. Our students have truly made the most of every moment –
a real reflection of the energy and spirit of our school.

Next term we have THREE Pupil Free Days
Monday November 3rd
Wednesday November 19th
Wednesday December 17th

Team Kids will be available on these days!

Principal’s Message

NEWSLETTER
2 0 2 5  T E R M  3  E D I T I O N  5

Wednesday 17th September 2025

Term 3 Wrap-Up
What an action-packed, fun-filled Term 3 it has
been at Hastings Primary School! Our students
have had so many wonderful opportunities to
connect, compete, and celebrate learning. This
term we enjoyed:

100 Days of Prep – celebrating our youngest
learners’ milestone
Year 3–6 House Athletics and District
Athletics carnivals
A Regional T-Ball Event for our budding
athletes
ISAC Challenge hosted at BlueScope
Year 5 Transition Day at Western Port
Secondary College
HPS Book Week with its colourful
celebrations
The Rugby Gala Day
Our special Peace Pole Ceremony
RUOK? Day



Hastings Primary School  
Victorian Education Excel lence Awards Final ists

We are thr i l led to  share that  Hast ings  Pr imary  School  has been named a f ina l i s t  for  the 2 0 2 5
V i c t o r i a n  E d u c a t i o n  E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d s  ( V E E A )  in  the category  of  O u t s t a n d i n g  K o o r i e  E d u c a t i o n !

Th is  i s  a  wonder fu l  ach ievement  and an incredib le  recogni t ion of  the work  we do every  day to
create  meaningfu l  opportun i t ies  for  our  s tudents  and contr ibute  to  the V ictor ian Government
educat ion system.

The 2025 VEEA f ina l i s ts  have now been of f ic ia l ly  announced and publ ished on the VEEA webs i te .
We are  incredib ly  proud of  th is  recogni t ion ,  and we congratu late  the other  f ina l i s ts  who are  a lso
doing amaz ing work  across  V ictor ia .

A  huge thank you goes to  our  dedicated staf f ,  amaz ing s tudents ,  and our  va lued communi ty
partners  –  th is  ach ievement  be longs to  a l l  o f  you .

We cannot  wai t  to  hear  the outcome of  the awards when they are  announced later  in  October  –
stay tuned!



Welcome to  Br i ttney Suar jaya
Welcome to  Bri ttney,  who jo ins  the  staf f  at
Hast ings  Pr imar y  School  as  our  Student
Counsel lor .  
Br i ttney  comes to  us  with  a  weal th  of  exper ience
and is  looking for ward to  suppor t ing our  s tudents
and fami l ies .
Br i ttney  i s  a lso  a  keen basketbal l  p layer !  She  wi l l
be  ons i te  on Tuesdays  and Thursdays .

Hast ings Pr imar y School  -  Peace Pole
Last  week ,  Hast ings  Pr imar y  School  came together  for  a  ver y  spec ia l  occas ion –  the  insta l lat ion  of
our  Peace Pole .  We would  l ike  to  acknowledge and thank the  Hast ings  &  Westernpor t  Rotar y  C lub
for  sponsor ing th is  pro jec t  and for  the i r  ongoing suppor t  o f  our  school .

The  Peace Pole  i s  an internat ional  symbol  o f  hope and uni ty,  f i rs t  establ i shed in  Japan after  the
tragedies  o f  H i roshima and Nagasaki .  S ince  then ,  more  than 250,000 Peace Poles  have  been
placed around the  wor ld ,  each carr y ing the  power fu l  message ,  “May Peace Prevai l  on  Ear th .”

Our  school ’s  Peace Pole  i s  par t  o f  a  nat ional  in i t iat ive  that  began dur ing the  Centenar y  o f  Rotar y
in  Austra l ia .  In  2021 ,  the  Rotar y  C lub of  Canberra  Bur ley  Gr i f f in  set  a  goal  to  see  100 Peace Poles
donated to  100  schools  to  mark  100 years  o f  Rotar y  ser v ice  in  Austra l ia .  

The  Peace Pole  program i tse l f  began in  1955 ,  c reated by  Masahisa  Goi ,  founder  o f  the  World  Peace
Prayer  Soc iety.  
Today,  Peace Poles  can be  found in  near ly  200 countr ies ,  each one a  s i lent  reminder  o f  the
common wish  for  a  wor ld  at  peace .

At  Hast ings  Pr imar y  School ,  our  Peace Pole  s tands  as  a  symbol  o f  our  commitment  to  peace ,
respec t ,  and bui ld ing a  pos i t ive  future  together .  Our  s tudents  worked together  to  choose  the
wording for  two of  the  s ides ,  and our  School  Counci l  se lec ted our  school  miss ion  statement  for
another .

Dur ing the  ceremony,  our  s tudents  proudly  read out  each s ide  of  the  Peace Pole :
S ide  One :  May Peace Prevai l  on  Ear th
Side  Two:  Hast ings  Pr imar y  School  –  Bui ld ing the  Future
S ide  Three :  Kindness  uni tes  our  unique wor ld
S ide  Four :  Ce lebrate  and respec t  ever y  cu l ture

This  spec ia l  addit ion  to  our  school  grounds  wi l l  remain  a  last ing reminder  o f  our  va lues  and wi l l
connec t  us  to  a  wor ldwide community  o f  peace .



Transition at Hastings Primary School

Your paragraph text

Enrol your child in
Foundation for 2026 

Enrolment in Foundation
(Prep) 2026 at Hastings
Primary School has been
available since 22nd April
2025. 

If you have a child starting
primary school in 2026, it’s
time to enrol!

If you are enrolling the
sibling of a student at our
school for Foundation in
2026, and both children will
be attending our school at
the same time, your child is
prioritised for a place at our
school as per the
department’s Placement
Policy.

It is important to follow the
statewide timeline to enrol
your child in Foundation.
Enrolling your child in line
with the timelines allows us
to plan our classrooms,
staffing and transition
activities and ensures your
child has the best start to
school. 

For more information, please
read about when and how
to enrol your child in
Foundation at
vic.gov.au/enrolling-
foundation-prep

Tours are welcome by
appointment.

https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep


FROM THE AP’S DESK

Children’s University

MRS REBECCA LEGGE

Anxiety: part 4
R esponding  to  Anx iety  in  Ch i ldren :  

What  you  can  do  as  a  parent  
By  M ichae l  Hawton ,  

Ch i l d  Psycho log i s t  (MAPS)  and  Parentshop  founder.

Whi le  many  ch i l d ren  can  manage  anx iety  w i th  fami ly  suppor t ,
cer ta in  warn ing  s igns  ind icate  the  need  fo r  p rofess iona l

i n te rvent ion :
Create  p red ic tab le  rou t i nes  and  env i ronments  that  fos te r  a

sense  of  secur i t y,  wh i l s t  g radua l l y  expos ing  your  ch i l d  to
manageab le  cha l l enges  that  bu i l d  conf idence .  Remember,

bu i l d i ng  res i l i ence  i s  l i ke  s t rengthen ing  a  musc le— i t
requ i res  cons i s tent ,  p rogress ive  ef fo r t .

Ea r ly  recogn i t i on  and  i n te rvent i on  a re  our  best  too l s  fo r
he lp ing  ch i l d ren  deve lop  the  res i l i ence  they ' l l  need  to

nav igate  an  i nc reas ing ly  comp lex  wor ld .

A f ina l  reminder,  members  have unt i l  Oct  6  to
earn  hours  in  the i r  passport ,  to  count  towards

th is  year 's  CU Graduat ion .  
ALL CU STUDENTS wi l l  need to  br ing the i r
passport  on the f i rst  day back of  Term 4 so

that  I  can ta l ly  the i r  f ina l  hours  in  the  CU
School  Data  Sheet  to  determine who is  inv i ted
to graduat ion .  Our  Graduat ion date  i s  Tuesday

2  December  -  more in format ion to  come!n d

Here ’s  a  p icture  f rom when Naomi  came and
s ized our  s tudents  up for  the  gowns!

                            With  so  many act iv i t ies
                                to  explore ,  every  member
                                has  the  potent ia l  to  get       

             to  30 hours !

                              Look on the paper  or  
                            on l ine  porta l ,  v is i t  a  

                                learn ing dest inat ion or  
                                go to  the  CU Facebook 

                              page for  more ideas !

More  in format ion  to  come!

Here  is  a  new chal lenge f rom The School
of  P lay  book  ‘365 Days  of  P lay ’  book  to  t ry

over  the  school  ho l idays !

T h e  ’ S t r e t c h  Y o u r  C o m f o r t  Z o n e ’  F a m i l y
c h a l l e n g e

Just  l i ke  ast ronauts  s t retch  in  space ,  your
chal lenge is  to  s t retch  your  comfor t  zone

as  a  fami ly .
Each fami ly  member  shares  one bucket-

l i s t  act iv i ty  or  goal  they ’ve  a lways  wanted
to  t ry .  I t  can be b ig  ( l i ke  go ing on a  f ly ing
fox  or  s tar t ing  a  creat ive  pro ject)  or  smal l
( l i ke  t ry ing a  new food ,  s ing ing out  loud or

learn ing a  magic  t r ick) .  Then ,  together ,
p ick  one i tems f rom your  l i s t  and take

act ion!
I f  poss ib le  do  i t  r ight  away .

Or ,  take  the  f i rs t  s tep :  look  i t  up ,  p lan  i t
out ,  gather  what  you need .

Af terwards ,  share :  how d id  i t  fee l  to
‘s t retch ’?  What  d id  you learn  or  d iscover

about  yourse l f?

Do you fo l l ow us  on Facebook?

http://www.parentshop.com.au/


L a s t  w e e k  w e  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  
a s  a  s c h o o l  t o  r e c o g n i s e  
R U O K ?  D a y

A t  l u n c h t i m e  o u r  s t u d e n t
l e a d e r s  d i d  a  b r i l l i a n t  j o b
r u n n i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  a  p h o t o  b o o t h ,
d r a w i n g ,  w o r d  f i n d s  a n d
p u z z l e s ,  t a r g e t  t h r o w ,  S i m o n
S a y s ,  b i n g o ,  a n d  e v e n  a
b l a c k b o a r d  m u r a l .  I t  w a s
f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y
s t u d e n t s  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d ,
h a v i n g  f u n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  
o n e  a n o t h e r .

W e  a l s o  h e l d  a  s p e c i a l
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  A s s e m b l y ,
w h i c h  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a s k i n g ,  “ A r e
y o u  o k a y ? ”  a n d  r e a l l y
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  a n s w e r .  I f
y o u  m i s s e d  i t ,  t h e
p r e s e n t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h a r e d
o n  o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  f o r
e v e r y o n e  t o  e n j o y .

ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL REPORT

Michelle Aldridge

Michelle.Aldridge@education.vic.gov.au

Miss  Michelle Aldridge

Last week our students represented Hastings
Primary School with great enthusiasm and
determination at Distr ict Athletics.  They took part
in a wide range of events including shot put,  discus,
hurdles,  long jump, high jump, tr iple jump, and the
100m, 200m, 800m, and 1600m races,  plus the
always-excit ing relays!

A big congratulations to Sierra,  Marlee,  Stel la ,
Maisie,  and Lumen, who have qualif ied for the
Division competit ion – what an achievement!

I  had the pleasure of tagging along, and it  was
wonderful  to see so many students giving their
best ,  cheering each other on,  and even bringing
home a col lection of r ibbons.  The day was f i l led
with effort ,  team spir it ,  and plenty of  smiles.

District AthleticsDistrict Athletics

We’re very excited to share that the Hastings
Primary School SRC has  Community Cookbook has
arrived!

Packed with delicious recipes from across our
school community,  it ’s  a wonderful  way to celebrate
the talents (and taste buds!)  of  our students,
famil ies,  and staff .

Cookbooks are avai lable from the school off ice for
$25 each,  with al l  funds raised going directly
towards future SRC projects that benefit  our school .

Grab your copy,  try out some new dishes,  and
support our amazing SRC at the same time, it ’s  a
win–win!

SRC CookbookSRC Cookbook

Keep safe  over  the  schoo l  ho l iday  break,  I
can’t  wa it  to  see  you  again  in  Term Four .





Term 3, 2025Term 3, 2025

CONGRATULA
TIONS

CONGRATULA
TIONS
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Hastings HeroesHastings Heroes

Sulli YatesSulli Yates Kaydence

Healey

Kaydence
Healey

Blake GardnerBlake Gardner

Ava
Thredgold

Ava
Thredgold

Isabella
Oakes

Isabella
Oakes

Aneeta GrantAneeta Grant Mia JoseMia Jose

Kayley
Churcher

Kayley
Churcher Charlie DangCharlie DangOliver LaveaOliver Lavea



Congratulations to this weeks award recipients!

Caring, Respecting and Learning

AS
SE

MB
LY 

AW
AR

DS

Aliah-Joy Taylor and
Blake Gray Prep A

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDSCONES ON HASTINGS

WARADA650650

MURMBAL495495

BUNYA705705

WALLUM785785

House PointsHouse Points



They’ve done it again! Five of our Athletics Squad are heading
to the Division Competition.

Congratulations to Stella, Marlee, Sierra, Lumen and Maisie.

With the whole team enduring all four seasons with smiles and determination, returning to
school with oodles of ribbons, feeling both proud and exhausted.



Book Week at HPS
Book Week Author Awards 

Book Week Illustrator Awards Lucas, Archie, River, Eddie, Ezekiel, 
Caiden, Abby  Sulli, Pheobe, Ashton, Eli, Tyrone, 

Zoey, Charlie 

Bailey, Liara, Romir, Isabella, Eva, Ava, Blake
Highly Commended Authors Highly Commended Illustrators

Aubrey, Oliver, Evie, Kayley, Landen, Mia, Tyson



$20 EACH
MERCH

NEW 

SCARVES

In Stock Now 

Available at the office

ALERT $20 EACH



I f  yo u  h ave n’ t  o rd e re d  yo u r  s c h o o l
p h o to s  ye t ,  i t ’s  n o t  to o  l ate !  S i m p l y  s c a n

t h e  Q R  c o d e  o r  v i s i t
w w w.t h e s c h o o l p h o to g ra p h e r.c o m . a u ,
e n te r  t h e  c o d e  a n d  p l a c e  yo u r  o rd e r  

http://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au/


Registration Fee

$104
 

Ages: 7–14
9:00am–2:00pm

JNR KEEPER CLUB

Learn more: moonlitsanctuary.com.au Info : (03)5978 7935

MOONLIT SANCTUARY

SPRING

 Become a Junior Keeper for aDay and

experience life behind the scenes at

Moonlit Sanctuary.

Meet and feed our amazing Australian

animals

Help with real-life wildlife care

Learn about conservation and animal

behaviour

Get hands-on with enrichment activities,

animal diets and more

Unplug the devices and send your junior

explorer off for an unforgettable day with real

keepers, real animals, and real adventures.


