
Thurs 4th
Dec

Hastings Primary School
Christmas Afternoon

2:30pm onwards

8th Dec 3-6 Swimming Carnival

9th Dec Statewide Transisition

11  Decth Year 5/6 Big Day Out 
Gravity Zone

11  Decth IMax Excursion
Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2

12  Decth S p l a s h  ‘ N ’  D a s h  1 : 3 0 P M

15  Decth 2025 Final Assembly 9am

16  Decth Year 6 Graduation

17  Decth Pupil Free Day

19th Dec
Last Day of School 2025

1:30pm Finish

2 0 2 6  D A T E S

28th Jan
First Day Year 1 - 6

Prep Family Interviews

29th Jan First Day Year Prep

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S

Tu Toa ,  K ia  Kaha  
Stand  Strong ,  Have  Strength

 

M r s .  S i m o n e  M c D o n a l d  P r i n c i p a l  

End of year arrangements
The School Council wish to inform all families that
on the final two days of the school year, Thursday
the 18th and Friday 19th of December, no formal
lessons will be held and students attending will be
assisting with cleaning and organisational tasks.

As parents will be aware, the dismissal time for
the end of Term 1, 2 and 3 is 2.30pm. 

Department of Education & Training regulations
allow dismissal time to be 1.30pm on the last day
of the school year (Friday 19th December) if four
hours of school time have been conducted. 
As such school will operate on the last day as 
follows: 
¨ 9.00-11.00am - Class time 
¨ 11.00-11.30am - Recess 
¨ 11.30-1.30pm - Class time 

Principal’s Message

NEWSLETTER
T E R M  4  E D I T I O N  5

Wednesday 3rd December 2025

It’s incredible to think we
are nearly at the end of the
2025 school year. Where
has the time gone? 

What an exceptional year
of learning and connecting
we have all experienced. 
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our
students, families and staff
for the amazing
partnership we continue to
forge together. 

THANK YOU for all your positive and
generous contributions to H.P.S being “the
best it can be.”



Structure 2026 STAFF

Minnows 
Foundation

Mrs. Jesse Waters

Sea Eagles
Year 1 & 2

Miss Melissa Thorne 
Mr. Shane Barden

King Fishers & Angling
Year 3 - 6

Ms. Vikki Cremen
Mr. Anthony Hewitt

Mrs. Sue Wilson

Principal Mrs. Simone McDonald

Assistant Principal Mrs. Rebecca Legge

Assistant Principal Miss. Michelle Aldridge

Business Manager Ms. Jane Grace

Admin staff Mrs. Suzanne Wilkins

Education Support

Mrs. Sarah-Anne Plymin
Miss. Georgia Milburn
Mrs. Merrill Shanhun

Ms. Stacey Deen
Mrs. Karen Tilley
Mrs. Lynne Davis

Visual & Media Arts
Auslan

Performing Arts
Mr. Ryan Minehan

PE incl. Bike Ed Mrs. Kath Sendeckyj

STEM Ms. Kate Hermiston

Hast ings  Pr imary  Schoo l  News let ter Ph:  03  5979  151710-20  Hodg ins  Road ,  Hast ings  3915

Final day Crossing Supervision
As the finish time of the final school day is 1.30
pm the School Crossing will NOT be manned
by the Shire Council crossing supervisors. This is
because the speed limits on school crossings
are ONLY 2.30 – 4.00 pm and crossing
supervisors are only permitted to assist
students at these times. 

 

The 1.30pm dismissal time
causes us a road safety
issue as the Mornington
Peninsula Shire does
not permit supervisors 
to attend the crossings at
this time. Therefore, we will 
have Teaching Staff supervising
the crossing on Hodgins Rd and at the Kings
Creek crossing. 

In particular, the students using the crossing
at Kings Creek will be expected to walk with
the teachers  after school.

As we farewell several colleagues who have
made a meaningful impact on our school
community, we extend our sincere gratitude
for their dedication and commitment to our
students.

This year, we acknowledge Mrs. Julie Dare, who
has taught in 1/2B [Wednesday’s] with care
and professionalism. Her calm presence and
thoughtful practice have supported her
students and contributed positively to our
school.

We also thank Mrs. Sarah Hicks, who joined us
this semester to teach Performing Arts. Sarah’s
creativity and enthusiasm have brought new
energy to the program and have been greatly
appreciated by students and staff.

Their contributions have helped shape the
positive and supportive environment we value
at Hastings Primary School. While you will be
missed, we wish you every success in your
future endeavours.
Thank you for all you have given to our school.
You will always be part of the Hastings Primary
School family.

Farewell and best wishes
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Th is  year  we  fa rewe l l  a  much- loved  and  h igh ly  respec ted  member
of  our  Has t ings  Pr imary  Schoo l  commun i ty,  Tracey,  who  i s  ret i r i ng
af te r  1 7  years  o f  ded icated  serv ice .
Tracey  began  her  teach ing  ca reer  at  Has t ings  PS  in  2009  as  a
graduate ,  choos ing  our  schoo l  as  her  very  f i rs t  p rofess iona l  home
– and  rema in ing  ever  s ince .  Dur ing  her  t ime  at  HPS ,  she  has
taught  across  every  year  l eve l  and  cont r ibu ted  to  the  l ea rn ing  of
hundreds  of  s tudents .  A l though  she  never  worked  in  the  BER
bu i ld ing ,  Tracey  has  been  a  cons tant  and  dependab le  p resence  in
every  other  corner  o f  our  schoo l .

One  of  her  teach ing  h igh l i ghts  was  the  year  she  worked  in  a  l a rge  Prep  team of  more  than
60 s tudents  i n  what  i s  now our  Per fo rming  Ar ts  space .  Those  who  know Tracey ’s  except iona l
o rgan i sat i on  and  prefe rence  fo r  ca lm ,  s t ruc tured  env i ronments  w i l l  remember  that  she
occas iona l l y  re located  herse l f  and  her  s tudents  to  qu ie te r  corners  o f  the  schoo l  to  suppor t
the i r  l ea rn ing .  Th i s  w i l l i ngness  to  adapt ,  wh i l s t  ma inta in ing  h igh  expec tat i ons  fo r  s tudent
growth  and  we l lbe ing ,  re f l ec ts  the  profess iona l i sm we have  a lways  admi red  in  her.

Tracey  has  a l so  made  a  s ign i f i cant  cont r ibu t i on  th rough  her  mus ica l  ta l ents .  As  an
accomp l i shed  s inger,  she  has  co- l ed  our  schoo l  cho i r,  sha r ing  her  l ove  of  mus ic  w i th
s tudents  and  he lp ing  them per fo rm w i th  conf idence  at  l oca l  commun i ty  events ,  shopp ing
cent res ,  and  ret i rement  v i l l ages .  Many  fami l i es  w i l l  have  w i tnessed  the  j oy  th i s  b rought  to
our  s tudents—and  may  even  have  heard  a  l i t t l e  ex t ra  s ing ing  prac t i ce  at  home.

A  pass ionate  advocate  fo r  enr i ch ing  educat iona l  exper iences ,  Tracey  has  a lways  been  eager
to  at tend  schoo l  camps .  Her  w i l l i ngness  to  g ive  s tudents  oppor tun i t i es  beyond  the  c lass room
has  been  apprec iated  by  co l l eagues  and  fami l i es  a l i ke ,  and  her  commi tment  to  suppor t ing
these  exper iences  has  s t rengthened  count less  team ef fo r t s  over  the  years .

Co l l eagues  cons i s tent ly  descr ibe  Tracey  as  ca lm ,  co l l aborat ive ,  and  h igh ly  co l l eg ia l .  She  i s
known fo r  c reat ing  o rder ly,  suppor t ive  c lass room env i ronments  and  fo r  her  ded icat i on  to
a lways  l ea rn ing  and  improv ing  her  p rac t i ce .  Her  p rofess iona l i sm ,  k indness ,  and  s teady
presence  have  made  her  a  t rus ted  team member,  mentor,  and  fr i end  to  many.

Tracey  i s  a l so  we l l  known among co l l eagues  fo r  her  l ove  of  the  R ichmond T igers .  Her  s teady
loya l ty  to  her  team—through  h ighs ,  l ows ,  and  every th ing  in  between—has  been  a  source  of
many  fr i end ly  conversat i ons  (and  the  occas iona l  Monday  morn ing  debr ie f )  i n  the  s taf froom.
Th i s  shared  footy  banter  has  added  warmth ,  connec t ion ,  and  p lenty  o f  good-natured  humour
to  s taf f  l i fe ,  and  i t ’s  someth ing  her  teammates  w i l l  fond ly  remember.

As  Tracey  moves  in to  ret i rement ,  we  know she  i s  l ook ing  fo rward  to  t rave l l i ng  w i th  her  new
caravan ,  en joy ing  warm and  scen ic  des t inat i ons ,  and  spend ing  t ime  read ing ,  re lax ing ,  and
embrac ing  new adventures .
On  beha l f  o f  the  Has t ings  Pr imary  Schoo l  commun i ty,  we  ex tend  our  deepes t  thanks  to
Tracey  fo r  her  ou ts tand ing  serv ice ,  commi tment ,  and  ca re .  We w ish  her  every  happ iness  i n
her  ret i rement  and  hope  the  years  ahead  a re  f i l l ed  w i th  j oy,  res t ,  and  wonder fu l  new
exper iences .

Thank  you ,  Tracey.  You  w i l l  be  great ly  m issed .

Farewell to Ms. Tracey-Lee Kay





MRS REBECCA LEGGE
Children’s University Social Media Minimum Age

Book Launch

M r s  R e b e c c a  L e g g e

rebecca . legge@educat ion .v ic .gov .au

FROM THE AP’S DESK

L a s t  n i g h t  1 2  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
wh o  p a rt i c i p at e d  i n  t h e
C h i ld re n ’ s  U n i  p rogra m  we n t  u p  t o
t h e  S w i n bu rn e  U n i ve rs i t y
H aw t h o rn  c a m p u s  a n d  gra d u at e d !
C o n grat u l at i o n s  t o  y o u  a l l  -  i t
wa s  a  fa n t a s t i c  n i g h t  a n d  I  c a n ’ t
               wa i t  t o  do  i t  a l l
                aga i n  n ex t  ye a r !  

F rom 10  December  2025 ,  the  On l i ne  Safety
Amendment  (Soc ia l  Med ia  M in imum Age )  Ac t
2024  w i l l  requ i re  soc ia l  med ia  p la t fo rms  to :
·  p revent  ch i l d ren  and  young  peop le  under  16
from hav ing  a  soc ia l  med ia  account
·  deac t ivate  o r  freeze  ex i s t i ng  accounts  he ld  by
peop le  under  16 .
De lay ing  access  to  soc ia l  med ia  p rotec ts  the
hea l th  and  we l lbe ing  of  young  peop le  and  g ives
them ext ra  t ime  to  bu i l d  rea l  wor ld  connec t ions
and  d ig i ta l  l i te racy  sk i l l s .
The  respons ib i l i t y  w i l l  be  on  the  soc ia l  med ia
p lat fo rms ,  not  pa rents ,  ca rers ,  ch i l d ren  o r
schoo l s ,  to  imp lement  these  new res t r i c t i ons .
Mos t  popu la r  soc ia l  med ia  p la t fo rms  w i l l  be  age
res t r i c ted .  These  inc lude  Facebook ,  I ns tagram,
Snapchat ,  T ikTok ,  X  ( fo rmer ly  Tw i t te r ) ,  Redd i t  and
YouTube .
Messag ing  serv ices  and  on l i ne  games ,  as  we l l  as
apps  and  p lat fo rms  that  suppor t  hea l th  and
educat ion ,  can  s t i l l  be  used .
How to  he lp  under  16s  prepare  for  the  change:
Parents  and  ca rers  p lay  an  impor tant  ro le  i n
suppor t ing  the i r  ch i l d ren  to  be  safe  on l i ne .
To  he lp  get  under  16s  ready  fo r  the  soc ia l  med ia
min imum age  requ i rements ,  you  can  go  to  the
eSafety  webs i te  to  l ea rn  more  about  the  soc ia l
med ia  age  res t r i c t i ons  and  f i nd  t i ps  on  how to
ta lk  about  soc ia l  med ia  age  res t r i c t i ons  w i th
young  peop le .

Last Thursday afternoon we had a book launch to celebrate a

very special group of young writers from Years 3–6 who

have officially become published authors!

Our students worked with award-winning author Coral Vass,

who guided them through the writing process—developing

ideas, creating characters, and discovering the confidence to

believe in their own creativity. 

Their finished stories have now been published in a book titled

‘The Day Hope Came Home’ that they can treasure for years

to come. Even more impressively, the students illustrated their

own work. The creativity and care in their artwork absolutely

blew us away. We are very grateful to Lisa and Carmen

from Good Shepherd and the Wallaroo Community House for

making this opportunity possible. If you would like to purchase

a copy for $20, please email me.



In a dark, quiet town, the re was a little boy
named Henry. He li ved in the cold,
gloomy orphanage. He slept on a c reaky
wooden bed; it wasn’t comfy, but he didn’t
mind. Henry was kind to e ve ryone, no
matter what. Some other kids bullied him,
but he was still nice.‌ ‌

Late at night, Henry lay in bed t rying to
sleep when he felt something hard under
his matt ress. He c rept out of bed, then
lifted the matt ress. The re, Henry found
an old dia ry tied with rope. He glanced
around ne rvously, then slowly untied the
rope. He turned the pages of the dia ry
and found old lette rs, notes, and an
en velope sealed with red wa x. The
en velope was di rty but untouched. Henry
wonde red who had put it the re.‌

Zai re Juma‌

ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL REPORT

Michelle Aldridge

Miss Michelle
Aldridge

Michelle.Aldridge@education.vic.gov.au

Big cheers to Persi Barker and Zaire
Juma for being selected and
participating in the Victorian High-
Ability Program: “The Power of the
Pen” this term! It’s been a delight to
support them and see their
conf idence in English grow!

They have been working online for
an hour each week with students
f rom around Victoria to develop a
story and also give feedback to their
peers. Persi and Zaire will complete
the program next week.

Here is a sample of the writing that
Zaire has begun creating.

Victorian High-Ability ProgramVictorian High-Ability Program

Here’s some tips to help you connect and support your colleagues, f riends
and family: 

Think about who in your world might be f inding this time diff icult and ask
them, ‘are you OK?’ or ‘how are you doing?’ 
Meet up for a chat over a cup or tea or coffee.
If someone is grieving, ask them how they’d like to honour the memory of
their loved one. 
Extend an invitation to someone who will be alone during the holiday
period. 
Organise a picnic or activity to bring people together. 
Have a virtual catch up with someone you can’t see in person or send a
text message to let someone know you’re thinking of them. 
Suggest a ‘walk and talk’ with someone you know who f inds the holidays
tough. 
Drop off a meal to someone to show them you care. Remind your f riends
that telephone support service Lifeline (13 11 14) are operating 

     24/7 over the holidays if they need extra support

‘Tis the                        to be             season      asking
RU    K?



Explore the Foundation Learning Space at Hastings Primary School

Our vibrant and nurturing Foundation space is the perfect place for young learners to grow, discover and thrive.
Enrolled students enjoy extra transition sessions designed to build confidence, support friendships and ensure

a smooth start to school.

Hastings PS: 2026 Transition to School Hastings PS: 2026 Transition to School 
Building the Future

State Wide Transition Day

Tuesday 9  December th

9:00 - 10:30 am

Meet on steps outside the Office Building 

Term 1 Curriculum Days - Students to not attend
Tuesday 27  Januaryth

Getting to know you session - 1 hour session for parents and students 
Wednesday 28  Januaryth

1  full day of Schoolst

Thursday 29th January

Wednesday Testing Dates - Students attend for 1 hour scheduled time 
Wednesday 4  Februaryth

Wednesday 11  Februaryth

Wednesday 18  Februaryth

Wednesday 25  Februaryth

1  full week of Schoolst

Monday 3  Marchrd

2026 Prep  Dates



You are invited to the 

When: Thursday 4th December
Time: 2:30pm onwards

Location: ‘ Tiger Turf’ in front of the
Admin building 

Wear a 'touch of Christmas'

Sausage sizzle and drinks will be
available for sale.

Hastings Primary 

School Christmas

Afternoon.
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Term 4, 2025Term 4, 2025

CONGRATULA
TIONS

CONGRATULA
TIONS

CONGRATULA
TIONS

Hastings HeroesHastings Heroes

Ethan MendezEthan MendezWade BakerWade Baker

Jack

Churcher

Jack
Churcher

Zoey

Hermanek

Zoey
Hermanek

Tracey ZarbTracey ZarbBenji YatesBenji Yates
Blake GrayBlake Gray



Congratulations to this weeks award recipients!

Caring, Respecting and Learning

AS
SE

MB
LY 

AW
AR

DS

Lucie Hermanek
PRINCIPAL’S AWARD

WARADA435435

MURMBAL285285

BUNYA135135WALLUM450450

House PointsHouse Points



Congratu lat ions  to  HPS  Gir ls  Year  6 team

on  coming  2  i n  the i r  heat  n d

Congratu lat ions  to  HPS G i r l s  Year  6  team
on coming  2  in  the i r  heat  n d

B i k e  E d  
w i t h  

V i c t o r i a
P o l i c e  
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2025 Parent Payments
October  2024
 
 
Dear  parent/guard ian ,
 
Hast ings  Pr imary  Schoo l  wou ld  l ike  to  thank  you  for  your  f inanc ia l  support  as
we endeavour  to  prov ide  the  best  poss ib le  educat ion  for  your  ch i ld .
 
Wi th in  our  schoo l  th is  support  has  a l lowed us  to  prov ide  spec ia l  curr icu lum
exper iences ,  enhanced  d ig i ta l  l earn ing  opportun i t ies ,  upgrade  of  our  l ibrary ,
upgrade  of  our  p layground ,  faster  WIF I  and  in ternet .
 
Our  schoo l  i s  commit ted  to  ensur ing  that  parent  payment  requests  are
accurate ,  t ransparent ,  a f fordab le ,  and  a l igned  wi th  our  requ i rements  as  a
V ictor ian  Government  schoo l .  I t  has  recent ly  come to  our  a t tent ion  that  some
changes  are  requ i red  to  our  parent  payment  arrangements  to  ensure  they  are
c lear  and  t ransparent .  Accord ing ly ,  we  have  updated  and  re-pub l i shed  th is
year ’s  parent  payment  arrangements  on  our  schoo l  webs i te .
 
I f  you  have  made  your  parent  payments  th is  year  and  s t i l l  w ish  to  contr ibute
towards  the  l i s ted  i tems and  act iv i t ies ,  no  fur ther  act ion  i s  requ i red .
However ,  i f  the  updated  arrangements  change  what  you  are  in terested  in
contr ibut ing  towards  and/or  purchas ing ,  p lease  reach  out  and  we can  prov ide
you  wi th  a  l ine  o f  cred i t  towards  other  future  costs .  We can  a lso  prov ide  you
wi th  a  re fund  i f  requ i red .
 
Thank  you  aga in  for  your  cont inued  support  o f  our  schoo l .  I f  you  wou ld  l ike
to  d iscuss  th is  matter  fur ther ,  p lease  contact :  
S imone  McDona ld  –  Pr inc ipa l
Ph :  03  5979  1517
Emai l :  hast ings .ps@educat ion .v ic .gov .au
 
 
For  fur ther  in format ion  on  the  Department ’s  Parent  Payments  Po l icy  p lease
see  a  one-page  overv iew at tached .
 
Yours  s incere ly
 
S imone  McDona ld
PRINCIPAL
 
Dave  Gardner
SCHOOL COUNCIL  PRESIDENT

Payments  are  made  v ia
the  compass  porta l .  



PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY 
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

FREE INSTRUCTION 
• 

SCHOOL PROCESSES 
• 

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories: 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 

Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access
to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the
requirements of the Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the
Victorian Pathways Certificate. 

Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school. 

Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements
and publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school
website for transparency. 

Curriculum Contributions Other 
Contributions 

Extra-Curricular Items and 
Activities Voluntary financial 

contributions for 
curriculum items and 
activities which the school 
deems necessary for 
students to learn the 
Curriculum. 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for non-
curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of 
students and are above 
and beyond what the 
school provides for free to 
deliver the Curriculum. 
These are provided on a 
user-pays basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and 
own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices). 

Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot
pay for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out. 

Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a 
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements. 

•

• 

• 



Get  ready for  a  summer  packed wi th  new adventures ,  hands-on
act iv i t ies ,  and memor ies  your  ch i ld  w i l l  ta lk  about  long af ter  the

break  -  a l l  w i th  TeamKids  at  Hast ings  Pr imary  School !
 

Here ’s  what  you and your  ch i ld  can look  forward to :
 •  Un ique adventures  every  s ing le  day

 •  Va lue-packed programs
 •  Screen-f ree  FUN

 •  De l ic ious  and nut r i t ious  morn ing & af ternoon snacks
 •  CCS-approved care

 📌  See  what ’s  happening at  your  school  →
https : //downloads . teamkids .com.au/hast ings-pr imary .pdf
🔗  Book  NOW →https : //www.teamkids .com.au/venues  

https://downloads.teamkids.com.au/hastings-primary.pdf

